The  biographical  sketch  of  Thomas  Dershimer  that  is  reproduced  below  was  discovered 
by  SRP  in  PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD  OF  LACKAWANNA  COUNTY,  PA,  (New  York  and 
Chicago:  Chapman  Publishing  Co.,  1897,  pp.  854,  857)  on  05-28-79.  How,  if  at  all, 
is  Thomas  Dershimer  related  to  Fannie  Dershimer  (the  mother  of  Albert  W.  Winter) , 
see  SRP,  pp.  1641-1664. 


THOMAS  DERSHIMER  has  for  almost 
half  a  century  been  connected  with  the 
history  of  Lackawanna  County,  and  few 
have  done  more  for  its  upbuilding.  He  has  been- 
a  champion  of  every  movement  designed  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  welfare,  a  supporter  of  every  en¬ 
terprise  for  the  public  good,  and  has  materially 
aided  in  the  advancement  of  all  social,  industrial, 
educational  and  moral  interests.  In  1851  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Dunmore,  and  has  since  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  place. 

In  the  township  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Northamp¬ 
ton  County,  Pa.,  Mr.  Dershimer  was  born  April 
28,  1829,  a  son  of  John  and  Christiana  (Siglin) 
Dershimer,  also  natives  of  that  county,  and  the 
former  of  German  descent.  The  father,  who  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  removed  to  Luzerne 
County  in  1830,  locating  five  miles  south  of 
Wilkesbarre  in  Hanover  Township,  but  six  years 
later  he  removed  to  Exeter  Township,  where  he 
purchased  a  farm,  on  which  he  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven.  His  wife  also  departed  this  life 
in  that  township.  In  their  family  were  ten  chil¬ 
dren  who  grew  to  man  and  womanhood,  of 
whom  six  are  still  living,  our  subject  being  the 
youngest.  His  brother  John  is  a  farmer  of  New¬ 
ton,  Lackawanna  County. 

Mr.  Dershimer,  of  this  review,  was  reared  in 
Luzerne  County,  attending  its  public  schools  dur¬ 
ing  his  boyhood,  and  completing  his  education  in 
the  Wyoming  Seminary.  In  1850  he  went  to 
Abington,  one  mile  from  Dalton,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  one  winter,  and  in  1851  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Dunmore.  For  a  time  he  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Thomas  Wood- 
bridge  and  Mr.  Dean  on  Chestnut  Street,  but  in 
1852  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Woodbridge 
and  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  under  the 
firm  style  of  Woodbridge  &  Dershimer,  running 
wagons  in  both  Dunmore  and  Providence.  This 
connection  continued  until  1872,  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  they  had  built  a  market  on  Chestnut  Street. 
After  the  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1872,  Mr. 
Dershimer  lived  retired  for  a  year  or  two  and 
then  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  with  Bell  & 
Francois  for  some  years,  under  the  firm  style  of 
Dershimer  &  Co.  They  owned  a  large  slaughter 


house,  and  carried  on  operations  at  Griffin’s  Cor¬ 
ner.  Subsequently  they  took  the  agency  for 
Swift’s  Chicago  Dressed  Beef  Company,  and  still 
continue  business  under  the  name  of  Bell,  Fran¬ 
cois  &  Co.,  having  the  finest  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  state,  located  on  the  corner  of  Pine 
Street  and  Wyoming  Avenue.  Besides  his  ex¬ 
tensive  interests  in  the  cattle  and  beef  business, 
our  subject  is  also  a  director  of  the  Gouldsboro 
Ice  Company.  Through  his  own  perseverance, 
energy,  and  well  directed  efforts,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  well-to-do  and  substantial  citizens  of 
Dunmore,  and  the  success  that  he  has  achieved  is 
certainly  well  deserved. 

In  Hollisterville,  Pa.,  Mr.  Dershimer  married 
Miss  Charlotte  Curtis,  of  South  Canaan,  Pa.,  who 
died  in  Dunmore.  To  them  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren,  one  still  living,  George  W.,  a  farmer  of  Lake 
Township,  Wayne  County,  Pa.  For  his  second 
wife  he  chose  Miss  Angeline  Cross,  a  native  of 
Sterling,  Wayne  County,  and  their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Salem,  this  state.  They  have  an 
adopted  son,  Ralph  Doran  Dershimer.  Her  fath¬ 
er,  Robert  Cross,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  and 
was  a  son  of  Edward  Cross,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
who  on  coming  to  America  first  located  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  but  afterward  removed  to  Sterling, 
Wayne  County,  where  his  death  occurred.  The 
son  also  died  in  that  county,  where  for  many 
years  he  had  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
married  Julia  Robocker,  who  was  born  in  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J.,  and  died  in  Sterling,  Pa.  Their  only 
son,  Theodore  E.,  died  in  1865.  The  daughters 
are  Mrs.  Dershimer,  Mrs.  Squires,  of  Rochester, 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Van  Camp,  of  Dunmore.  Fra¬ 
ternally  Mr.  Dershimer  affiliates  with  King  Solo¬ 
mon  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  a  charter 
member.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  now  serving  as  trustee, 
and  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican  in  politics 
since  the  organization  of  the  party. 


